Qtas Choir Feedback					12th August 2015


What works well for you about the choir?
· Friendship and fun
· Performing
· Rehearsals are fun
· Learning to sing – techniques for singing
· Got better at S2S second time around, more proficient
· Sense of community
· High quality music and improving singing
· Chris’ song very moving
· Original material – gives us an edge
· Earworms!
· Mix of LGBTIQ and allies, broader sense of community
· Helen’s capacity to write songs quickly
· Helen’s increasing capacity for composition and development as MD
· Exciting to grow together
· Everyone allowed to be themselves – genuine and honest
· Felt accepted and included right from the start
· Earthy humour is great!
· Care for each other
· Enjoy having instruments and musicians involved, increases depth and texture
· Keyboard at rehearsals is good – Sophie is great
· Choir is good PD for HM, ET and Elicia etc
· Love Eleanor!
· Future fostering PD for members
· Scope for other artistic ventures if people way – constitution allows for that
· Developing capacity for performance, already moved ahead and have a picture that we will continue to improve dramatically in the future
· Proud to be part of such a great group and events
· HM’s leadership – highly valued
· Bob’s generous donation, allowing us to use Earth Song
· We are making history – it happens at an everyday level and we are doing it
· Radio performance great – speakers fab!
· Peter heard his song ‘One Day in October’ at the rally and was very happy!

What musical skills would you like to develop?
· Sometimes would like more technique/instruction
· Would like a better understanding of how to make sound
· Like that people are not singled out during rehearsal for critique
· Good balance between safe singing space and good musical result
· Idea that people could approach HM after rehearsal for individual feedback
· Currently encompass all levels of ability, but all need a level of challenge
· Want to learn rhythm, vocal percussion – this would build scope for composition and performance
· Could do workshops around the state – grant opportunity?

What do you think about the idea of a 20 minute intro sing for newbies (not an audition, but a way for Helen to get to know the musical skills of people)?
· Not as an introductory thing
· Maybe would work when people are more comfortable?
· Could run sectionals to hear how people are singing
· People do want to know if they are really altos etc.
· Could happen in a self-organising way, ie. People take this up when ready

Performances – makes it hard to organise performances when people sign up but then do not attend. Sign up needs to be a commitment.

Originals vs. covers?

· Like originals, prefer the majority original
· A few covers could work for the audience
· Could do wedding covers for weddings
· Youth attracted to high quality not popular music
· Original/cover, 70/30
· Could mix up the words but use cover music?
· Covers are illegal without securing performing rights – this is currently a stumbling block as it is an expensive and lengthy process

Suggestions for themes:
· Songs that are about being human, not always queer repertoire
· Tarkine Commotion songs arranged for the choir
· Wedding theme
· Chorolography
· Equality
· Human rights
· Suicide prevention
· Inclusion

Suggestions for moving forward:
· Need to assess our capacity for major projects, but choir will always be project based
· Need to always be moving forward or we collapse – should do a minimum of 2 concerts per year of our own
· Record Story to Song before we forget it
· Find a way to attract more youth

Other comments/suggestions:
· Could get audience to join in movements – sometimes effective
· Have had feedback that people are surprised that we are good!
· Should ask people why they have left – do we need buddies for newbies?
· Straight person found the first 3 weeks confronting – queer music
· How do we do outreach?
· Everyone always welcome back
· 
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